Oxidative stress, resulting from increased free radical production or defects in antioxidant systems, seems Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and Parkinson's disease may occur in the same patient more often than would be expected by chance.9 There is also some evidence of nigrostriatal damage in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Positron emission tomography of patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and no clinical signs of parkinsonism has shown a progressive fall in 6-fluorodopa uptake, and consistently reduced uptake in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis of long duration.9 Cell loss in the substantia nigra has been observed in quantitative studies of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis brains."
A shared genetic susceptibility for both amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and Parkinson's disease has been suggested. ' We thank the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft and the Parkinson's Disease Society (UK) for financial support, and our colleagues, particularly Dr DM Maraganore, for assistance in collecting samples.
